
 

Dear Family and Friends,               Spring/Summer 2018 

Greetings from sunny St. Petersburg, Russia! God is so good! Last 

year, I felt that I was living in Narnia, the land of eternal winter. 

This summer has just been glorious! The sun (as well as, The Son) 

has been shining brightly in this beautiful city for most of the 

summer, with temps in the mid-high 70’s to mid-high 80’s.  

Besides celebrating the gorgeous weather, I have had other cause 

to celebrate. Don’t you just love celebrations!?! Our God loves 

celebrations! He’s the Creator of celebrations, feasts, festivals. 

(Just read Leviticus 23!) Our Father wants us to celebrate this life 

that He has given us. He instituted for us a weekly celebration…the Sabbath. Our Father 

wanted us to weekly have one day of rest and reflection. So, let’s celebrate! 

When I was in America for the World Impact 

Conference, I spent a few days in Florida with 

my nephew Adam, and my younger sister 

Teresa and her family. One day, we went to 

Disney World Epcot Theme Park. Imagine, I’m 

54 years old and it was my first time at Disney 

World! It was an awesome time, not because of 

Disney World, but because I was there with 

family! 

The World Impact Conference was a celebration as 

well. This year, all the World Impact 

representatives (at least one representative of each 

family) were present at the conference. It is always 

such a joy to see fellow team members who are 

serving on the field, as well as all the faithful people 

who make it all possible! My heartfelt thanks to all 

the World Impact team members who are serving 

in our wonderful country, America, and sending me 

and the other team representatives out into the 

mission field to do what God has called us to do. 

There’s no one like you! You’re the best! May the 

Lord bless you immeasurably for all that you do and all that you are! 



From May 22nd till August 16th, Pastor Charlie Hess’s sister, 

Cathy, came for an almost 3-month visit with Bella. During 

Cathy’s stay, she led our Friday Shabbat evenings. Bella wanted to 

know about Tisha B’Av…the Jewish day of mourning 

commemorating the destruction of the 1st & 2nd Temples. While 

Bella was most interested in Jews going to the cemetery on this 

day, Cathy spoke for several weeks on this topic. Starting out in 

the OT looking the 1st & 2nd Temples & their destruction; then 

going into the NT with Jesus in the Temple; Jesus, Son of David 

the promised Messiah; how the Temples on earth were patterned 

after the House of God in Heaven; and concluding with Jesus telling His disciples, “In 

My Father’s house are many mansions; … I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I 

am, there you may be also.”  

June 12th, is Russia Day! Russia Day is a celebration of the establishment of Russia as 

an independent country after the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991, officially 

recognizing the day that the Declaration of the Sovereignty of the Russian Federation 

was signed. Now it is used as an opportunity to celebrate the accomplishments of 

Russians worldwide as well as a general celebration of the Russian culture and 

identity.  

However, the most special part of Russia Day for me this year is 

that my nephew, Bryan Weischedel, and his girlfriend, Kayla 

arrived in St. Petersburg for a 6-day stay! The two came for the 

World Cup soccer tournament 2018…and to see me, of course. 

It was such a joy for me, as Bryan is the first family member to 

come to St Petersburg, Russia for the whole time that I have 

been here. Besides the World Cup events, we packed as much 

sight-seeing as we could into their visit.  

The biggest sporting event of the year, the 21st FIFA (Fédération 

Internationale de Football Association) World Cup tournament took place from June 

14th - July 15th in 11 host cities in Russia, one of which was St Petersburg. This is the first 

time that Russia has ever hosted the World Cup. Along with the 32 teams involved, an 

estimated 1.5 million fans and visitors from all over the world came to experience the 

atmosphere of the World Cup. St. Petersburg was charged! 

In St Petersburg, the FIFA Fan Fest venue was located in the 

heart of the historical city center, directly next to the city´s main 

sights – the Church of the Savior on Spilled Blood, Hermitage 

museum and Palace square, and held a capacity of 15,000 people. 

I had the “privilege” of being one of the 15,000 to get into the 

FIFA Fan Fest on the opening day. Thousands were standing 

outside waiting to get in. Huge wide screen TVs live streamed the 

2018 World Cup opening from the Luzhniki Stadium in Moscow. 

The excitement at the Fan Fest was sizzling! 



While at the FIFA Fan Fest, a Russian man came up to Bryan 

and shook his hand. Perhaps he had seen Bryan’s TEAM USA 

shirt, and not wanting Bryan to feel bad that his team was not 

participating in the World Cup, extended his hand of 

friendship and told Bryan, “I respect America. America is a 

good country. Americans and Russians both work, labor, 

study, raise their children, and live under one heaven that was 

created for both of us.”  

President Putin officially start the World Cup 2018 with a 

speech that stressed how sport and, in particular, football can 

unite the world like no other event. Guess he’s right! 

 
On June 15th, Bryan, Kayla & I attended the first 
World Cup match held in St. Petersburg, at the 
Saint Petersburg 
Stadium. On that 
day, for the match 
between Morocco & 
the Islamic Republic 
of Iran, there were 
62548 enthusiastic 
fans in attendance. The excitement level, not to 
mention the noise level, was through the roof!   

 
On June 27th, I celebrated a 7-year friendship with my 

neighbor, Bella! The day we met was a whirlwind of a day 

for me. I received my permanent residence permit in St. 

Petersburg, Russia…found a new apartment…moved out 

of the apartment I had been living in and moved into the 

new apartment. My landlord introduced me Bella, who 

was a long-time friend & neighbor of his parents. It didn’t 

take long for Bella and me to become friends and for Bella 

to tell me that God sent me to her…and that was when she 

really wasn’t sure she believed in God! Praise God she 

believes in Him now! It is a time of jubilee for sure! 

On July 5th, I celebrated a milestone - 

20 years in St. Petersburg, Russia! I 

can still remember when I came in 

1998, thinking that I may only have a 

year to serve in this country, as 

everyone was saying, “the doors to 

the gospel in Russia are soon going to 

close!” Hmm…I guess God had other 

plans! Twenty years later, and the 

doors remain open. Yes, things may 

have tightened somewhat, but God’s not done with Russia, and He has His way to see 

His plans come about. 



From August 10-12 ICEJ Russia & ICEJ 

Finland, along with the Jewish Agency for 

Israel held an Aliyah Super Weekend in 

Imatra, Finland. Approximately 47 young 

Jewish people attended the seminar. On 

August 12th a bus of 16 olim (immigrants) 

departed St Petersburg to travel by bus to 

Finland for a one-night stay before 

departing for Israel on the 13th. This year 

commemorates 28 years of the Finnish 

Route. The Finnish route was initiated by Ulla Jarvilehto, a Finnish activist. The Finnish 

Route began for practical reasons – to alleviate some of the strain when a wave of 

roughly one million immigrants overwhelmed more southern transportation routes. 

Today, leaving Russia is far less chaotic. But the Finnish Route is still popular with 

Russian olim. It also provides a backup option in case turmoil breaks out in Russia. Our 

next flight through Finland will be on October 22nd.  

There are perhaps 1.5 million Jews living within the Russian Federation, and they 

continue to return to Israel. Over the past several years we have been experiencing a 

surge in Aliyah. Last year, 16,605 Jews from the Former Soviet Union made Aliyah. The 

Jewish Agency report estimates it could go as high as 17,950 this year. Praise be to the 

God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob for bringing His children back to the Promised Land. 

There is so much to celebrate! As I write this, we are in the Jewish month of Elul. This 

year Elul is from August 12-September 9. This is the month devoted to repentance and 

soul-searching in preparation for the High Holy Days. It is called “the month of 

repentance,” “the month of mercy” and “the month of forgiveness.” This is also the 

month when “the King is in the field.” God, the King of all Kings, is accessible. All can 

approach Him, and He shines His countenance to all. After Elul we go into Tishrei 

(“beginning”). There are 10 days of awe/repentance beginning with Rosh-Hashanah (the 

head of the year) and ending with Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement, the holiest day of 

the year in Judaism.). From Yom Kippur we enter into the Feast of Sukkot (The Feast of 

Tabernacles), which concludes on the 8th day with Shmini Atzeret. This is when God 

invites His children to remain with Him for just one more day, as it is difficult for Him 

to part with them. This is immediately followed by Simchat Torah, ("Rejoicing with/of 

the Torah"), which celebrates and marks the conclusion of the annual cycle of public 

Torah readings, and the beginning of a new cycle.  I love this time of the year! I love the 

Lord’s feasts! On September 9th Bella and I will celebrate Rosh Hashanah with the local 

synagogue in our region. Please pray for deep revelation as Bella & I study these Feasts. 

From Russia with Love, 

Sue Schramm 

 


